
 

 

                         Rev. Nicholas Bozza, Pastor 
       375 Main Street, P.O. Box 730, Chester, New Jersey 07930 

Coordinators of Religious Education: 

Carla Fuscaldo, Dorothy Kudron, Terry Leing 

Cynthia Vittitow— Catechesis of the Good Shepherd 

Brian Flanagan — Confirmation 

Kathleen Galdi  — DRE 

Music Minister: Joseph P. Tamburro 

Youth Minister: Brian Flanagan 

Mercy Minister: Cindy Zeis 
 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION FOR CHILDREN: 
Gr. 1-8:     Sun.     9:00-10:45 am  (includes Mass) 

Gr. 5-8:     Sun.     5:00-7:00 pm    (includes Mass) 

Gr. 9-10:   Sun.     5:50-8:15 pm    (includes Mass) 

CGS:         Sun.     9:00-11:00 am  OR  Tues. 4:30-5:45 pm 

Gr. K-8:   Thurs.   4:45-6:00 pm 
 

ADULT RELIGIOUS EDUCATION: 
RCIA: Sundays (September-Easter) 
 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION: 
Saturday: 4:00-4:45 pm, Monday: 6:30-7:00 pm & on request. 
 

SACRAMENT OF THE SICK: 
Please call the Parish Office anytime for communion calls or visitation 

of the sick and elderly. Keep us informed so that we can be attentive to 

those who are ill at home or in the hospital. 

Parish Email:        parish@stlchester.org 

Parish Web Site:   www.stlchester.org 

Web Master:         Joanne Franklin (908-879-6222) 

Welcome                             Rosemary Lohrmann    (973) 214-4806          Haiti Twinning Program     Christine Colannino             (201) 314-9824                            

Bereavement                       Don Martone                 (908) 879-7957          Lectors John Kennington (908) 872-0575  

Good Samaritans                Patsy Soden    (908) 879-3374 Eucharistic Ministers Loretta Stewart (973) 222-7492 

Grocery Cards                    Jean Ward    (908) 334-3442 Ushers Bob Holl (908) 876-3488 

Moms & Tots                     Melissa Altieri                (908) 797-0676    Music Minister Joe Tamburro (347) 213-0621 

Arimathaea                         Arlene McDonald           (973) 229-9697         Spanish Ministry Louis Villafane (908) 879-3032  

Liturgical Environment      Joanne Carr    (908) 879-5543          Youth Minister Brian Flanagan (973) 946-8770 

Women’s Cornerstone        Lissette Howell    (973) 975-7343          Altar Servers Chuck Feller (908) 768-2838 

Men’s Cornerstone             Marc McFeely    (973) 222-9739          Evangelization Bob Holl (908) 876-3488 

Pastoral Adv. Board            Jerry Frech    (908) 377-2900          RCIA Jan Richards (908) 975-3555 

Rosary Society                    Marie Holl    (908) 876-3488 Respect Life                        Connie Wieczorek  (908) 879-6453 

Media Ministry                   Carla Fuscaldo               (908) 879-7647          Barn Ministry                      Ed Wieczorek                       (908) 300-0098                                                                                      

Mary’s Moonflowers          Karen Jones    (973) 479-5271          Family Mass Social             Marc McFeely  (973) 222-9739                                        

Parochial Vicar: Rev. Yohan Serrano 

Permanent Deacon: William DeVizio 

Trustee: Phil Guidone 

Parish Secretary: Karen Jaworski 

Accountant: Sharon McCann 
Business Manager: Bill McCormick 
 

MASSES: 
Saturday:   5:00 pm 
Sunday:   7:30 am, 9:00 am, 11:00 am, 12:30 pm (Spanish), 6:00 pm 

Daily Mass:   Mon.-Fri. 8:00 am & 9:00 am,  Sat. 9:00 am 

Holy Day Vigil:  7:00 pm 

Holy Day:  8:00 am, 4:30 pm, 7:00 pm (bi-lingual) 

Healing Mass:  7:00 pm every 3rd Tuesday of month.  Rosary at 6:30 pm 
 

BAPTISMS: 
Baptism Preparation Class: Please call the Parish Office to schedule. 

Baptisms: Please call the Parish Office to schedule. 
 

SPANISH BAPTISMS:  
Baptism Preparation Class: Please call the Parish Office to schedule. 
Baptisms:  Please call the Parish Office to schedule. 
 

MARRIAGES: 
Please contact the Priest/Deacon whom you wish to officiate at your 

wedding one year in advance to arrange for Marriage Preparation 

Sessions. 
 

PARISH MEMBERSHIP: 
Every family moving into the parish is requested to register. If you move 

to another parish or change your address, please notify the Parish Office. 

   St. Lawrence the Martyr Church 
                SUNDAY, AUGUST 26, 2018 

                            MISSION STATEMENT 

St. Lawrence the Martyr Roman Catholic Church is a loving and welcoming 

community of disciples of Jesus who invite you to join us in becoming 

disciples of Jesus. As disciples, we are faithful to prayer, to listening to 

God’s Word, to meeting with Jesus in the sacraments, to building community, 

and to serving others. 

Parish Office: 908-879-5371   Priests’ Home: 908-879-1901   Religious Ed.: 908-879-6714   Youth Minister: 973-946-8770    Fax: 908-879-7701 

Parish Ministries and Ministry Facilitators 
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I READ THE FOLLOWING STATEMENT AT SEVERAL OF THE MASSES THIS PAST WEEKEND.   

I MADE SOME ADDITIONS AND REVISIONS TO MY ORIGINAL TEXT. 

 

ABOUT THE SEX ABUSE SCANDAL IN THE CATHOLIC CHURCH 

 

Over the last few weeks, parishioners have been sending me links to stories about sex abuse in the Catholic Church. 
 

I believe that both you and I have been shocked, saddened, hurt, disappointed, and angered by the stories related to Car-

dinal Theodore McCarrick, the former Archbishop of Newark, and the story of the Pennsylvania Grand Jury Report 

about over 1,000 accusations of sex abuse in the Catholic Church over the last 70 years in six dioceses in Pennsylvania. 
 

As we consider these stories, we need to think about the large number of  people (the Grand Jury Report indicated there 

were over 1,000 accusations) whose lives are forever changed because they were victimized by people who were sup-

posed to be acting in the name of Christ and His Church. 
 

How do we process this news?  How should we respond? 
 

We have many questions.  We need answers.  Clearly, we need a thorough and fair investigation. 
 

As Catholic Christians, we look to Christ for help, direction, wisdom, and healing. 
 

I have prayed.   Here are some points of reflection that come from God’s Word that can help us. 
 

Jesus loves the Church.  She is His bride.  She is imperfect, but she is His bride.  He will be faithful to her.  He will help 

her. 
 

2.  For the sake of the Groom, we must love His Church.  She is imperfect, but she is Christ’s Bride.  In addition, she is 

our mother. 
 

3.  We know the four marks of the Church.  She is one, holy, Catholic, and apostolic.  The Church is holy.  She is holy 

because Christ, the head of the Body, is holy.  But the members of the Body of Christ are not holy.  We are sinners.  It is 

painful to see the sins of the Church on display as we all do right now. 
 

4.  Only one person is happy about all this and that is Satan.  He has been trying to destroy the Church from its begin-

ning.  
 

5.  Jesus referred to this ongoing battle between Satan and the Church in His words of commissioning to St. Peter.  Jesus 

said to Him.  “Simon, son of Jonah, you are Peter and on this rock I will build my Church and the gates of hell will not 

prevail against it.”  With the gates of Hell, Satan is trying to stop the work of the Church.  The work of the Church is to 

bring Christ’s love to the world.  The gates of hell, the works of Satan, will not stop the Church from completing her 

mission. 
 

6.  We can find some consolation in the improvements that have been made in child protection since the implementation 

of the “Protecting God’s Children Program” of the Catholic Church in 2002.  Bishop Serratellli said that every complaint 

sent to the Diocese is forwarded to the local prosecutor.  The Church does not investigate itself. 
 

7.  Much of what we are considering is sin against the virtue of Chastity.  We priests and deacons have not preached 

about the Virtue of Chastity in a long time.  As a Church, we have to come to tolerate sins against chastity.  This is a 

serious problem. 
 

8.   Our action plan:  First, a Day of Adoration.  We will have a 24 hour day of adoration in September.  Please help us 

with this.  We will kneel before our Eucharistic Lord in reparation for the sins we have committed against Him.  We will 

pray for the victims.  We will pray for the perpetrators, too.  Jesus said to love our enemies.  Pray for those who hurt 

you.  We will pray for healing for us all. 
 

Second, we priests and deacons are available to speak with those who want to talk.  We are here to help. 
 

It is sad that this attack on the Church is coming from inside the Church.  Hopefully, all will be made new as more and 

more is exposed to the light and is addressed! 
 

Father Nick 
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WE CONTINUE TO PRAY FOR THE SICK . . . 

Kirsten Mumma, William Ware, Julio Carrera, Sebastian Quinn, 

Ralph Bozza, Sister Eucharia, Bishop Frank Rodimer, Father Eu-

gene Romano, Father Paul Knauer, Father Rafael Perez, Father 

Daniel Kelly, Father Joseph Farias, Msgr. Richard Rusconi, Msgr. 

Peter McBride,  Deacon Hector Cassillas, Patrick John Moran, Ann 

Kelly, Lloyd Matsamoto, Helen Crowe, Jane Alt, Patrick Pronio, 

Allison Spina, Lesley Pawar, Tom Walsh, Steve Briggs, Brian Gra-

ham, Colleen Saito, William Kelly, Mary Norwood, Mary Lanzara, 

Rocco Colantuono, Cade Feitel, Christine Ambrosino, Carole 

Stessl, Kathy Bollwark, Dick Goodwin, Nicholas Brown, Jane Ru-

fino, Kevin Callahan, Judith Stampone, Paul Fitzgerald, Charlotte 

Poth, Colleen Looby, George Serafin, Charlie Romano, Salman 

Javed, Joe Cillo, Jerry Green, Mary Constantinople, Dan McGui-

gan, Patricia Gilvey, Daisy Hallock, Ryan Menzel, Vincent & Giu-

liana Petane, Betty Macaluso, Dorothy Powers, Wesley Snawder, 

Tom Murray, Eidelia Jimenez Martinez, Mila Balicki, Consiglia 

Erdenberger, Arnold Family, Bonnie Lieberworth, Barbara Drive, 

Jack Ratti, Finn Michael, Olivia Gill, Teresa Smith, Frances Ferre-

ri, Teresa Colamonaco, Baby Gianni Mazza, Carol Mattone, Anna 

Birsilli Garich, Greg Villafane, Anne Owens McGrath, Janet Court-

land, Jack Arnold, Lily Barbero, Hunter Barbero, Robert LeFrancis, 

Moire Riley, Brian Spring, Jim Robertiello, Doug Blessen, Barbara 

Davis, Jim Kielley, Jimena Garcia, Jorge Lombardo, Janice 

Thurston, Matt Adonis, Jim Balicki, Bill Renzetti, Bill Pigot, Rosa 

Salgado, Vera Sax, David Goulart, Christine Clark, Winnie Knapik, 

Kolbe, Paul Maurer, Joanne Seiller, Gail Anderson, Phillip Heery, 

Rosemary Shattuck, Frank Loprest, John Memora, Kathy Hannan, 

Joanne Strutt, Buddy Black, Eileen Schiano, Annerys Castillo, 

Jesus Serrano, Teresa Toro Penagos, Kitty, Susan Novick, Paul 

Allatta, Stephanie Gonda 

Please help us keep this list up to date! Call 908-879-5371 

and let us know if a name should be added or deleted.  

LAST BARN SALES OF SEASON 

 

• Saturday, September 8  

• Friday,  September 21 (“Half Price Day Sale”)   

• Saturday, September 22 (“Bag Day Sale”) 

 

9:00 am – 2:00 pm 

 

NO SALE IN OCTOBER 

 

LAST DAY FOR DONATIONS: 

SEPTEMBER 6   

ALTAR SERVER SCHEDULE 

September 1-2  

5:00 pm 

 

CB – Nora 

Mulligan 

 

S1 – Aidan 

Mulligan 

 

S2 – Declan 

Mulligan  

7:30 am 

 

CB – Blake 

Stevens 

 

S1 – Sin-

clair Ste-

vens 

 

S2 – 

9:00 am 

 

CB – Daniel 

Kudron 

 

S1 – Patrick 

Kudron 

 

S2 – Sofia 

Varua  

11:00 am 

 

CB – Trevor 

Connolly 

 

S1  Kyleigh 

Kennington 

 

S2 – Liam 

Brandt  

6:00 pm 

 

CB – An-

drew Guido 

 

S1 – Aidan 

Howell 

 

S2 –  

MEETINGS / EVENTS THIS WEEK 
 

Tuesday 

• Finance Committee - 7:00 pm 

Wednesday  

• Evangelical Catholic Meeting - 7:00 pm 

• ESL - 7:30 pm 

Friday 

• Divine Mercy Chaplet - 3:00 pm 

A NOTE FROM THE BISHOP 

I am happy to announce that the relics of two saints, St. 

Padre Pio of Pietrelcina and St. Anthony of Padua, 

will be visiting our diocese in the coming months for 

public veneration. The tradition of visiting the relics of 

saints is a rich part of our Catholic heritage. While we 

ask for their powerful intercession, there have been many 

blessings and conversions that have come through devo-

tion to these saints. Those who attend are encouraged to 

bring articles of devotion (rosaries, holy cards, pictures 

of loved ones, etc.) which may be touched to the reliquar-

ies as a means of intercessory prayer. A Mass and vener-

ation in honor of each saint will be celebrated according 

to the following schedule: 

 

The Relics of St. Padre Pio  

Thursday, September 20 

St. Peter the Apostle Parish, Parsippany 

(8:30 am - 6:30 pm)   
 

 
 

The Relics of St. Anthony of Padua  

Thursday, October 4 

St. Anthony of Padua Church, Butler 

(10:00 am -1:30 pm & 6:00 - 8:00 pm) 

 

Saturday, October 13 

St. Anthony Parish, Hawthorne 

(9:00 am - 1:00 pm) 
 

St. Vincent DePaul Parish, Stirling 

(3:00 - 7:00 pm) 

 

Sunday, October 14 

Our Lady Queen of Peace, Branchville 

(8:00 am - 1:00 pm) 

 

Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish, Rockaway 

(3:00 - 7:00 pm) 
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Save the Date! 
 

All parishioners are invited to join 

in a visit to . . . 
 

The National Shrine of  

Our Lady  

of Czestochowa 
 

In Doylestown, PA  

          September 15, 2018 
 

Included: 

• Mass for St. Lawrence parishioners in Chapel 

• Tour of Shrine including 15 minute video 

• Buffet lunch including traditional Polish food  

      (Cost will be $12 or $15 depending on attendance) 

• Visit to gift/book shop 

• Time for private prayer 

• Time to walk through Gardens 
 

This visit is coordinated by the Rosary Society.  
 

If interested, please contact Marie Holl at  

marieholl@comcast.net or 908.876.3488  

PARISH PICNIC 

Sunday, September 9 

After the 11:00 am Mass (bilingual) 

NO 12:30 PM MASS THAT DAY 

 

Come for an afternoon of fun, fellowship and good food! 

Volunteers are needed for set-up, clean-up and cooking. 

Please contact Frank Carfaro at 908-334-6801 for more 

information. 

                        ST. LAWRENCE CHURCH  

CYO BASKETBALL 

Basketball sign-ups for the 2017-2018 

season are underway. Registrations ac-

cepted from Monday, September 3 - 

Friday, September 21. The program is 

available to St. Lawrence parishioners 

(boys and girls) between grades 4-8.  

 

The season starts mid-November and runs through late 

January/early February with practices on Friday and 

games on Sunday. If you have any questions regarding 

the program, please contact Patrice Laudano, Athletic 

Director, at plaudano519@yahoo.com. If you have ques-

tions regarding registration, please contact Liz Holtz, at 

lizholtz02@gmail.com. Please look for more information 

on the parish website. 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION TEACHERS NEEDED 

We are in need of several Religious Education teachers 

and co-teachers for our Faith Formation program.  If 

you are a practicing Catholic and interested in bringing 

our faith to the children of our parish, please contact 

the Faith Formation Office at 908-879-6714 for more 

details.   

SECOND BANNS 
 

Jasmine Dukandar of Chester, NJ  

Entering marriage with  

 Neil Nayak of Carmel, CA 

On Friday, September 7, 2018 

At St. Lawrence Church 

JOINED THE PARISH 

Welcome! 

Kristine Vaicels and her daughter Olivia of  

Catan Drive, Flanders. 

RECENTLY BAPTIZED 

Blessings to you! 

Veronica Gil-Beltran, daughter of Johnny & Roxana  

Gil-Beltran of Edgewood Place, Flanders. 

Dear Parish Family, 

  

Fall is almost here with it’s flurry 

of activity, plans, deadlines, and 

commitments. In the midst of all 

this, is God calling you to join one 

of our parish ministries? 

  

I’d like to ask you to prayerfully consider joining one of 

our music ministries — adult choir, hand bell choir, chil-

dren’s choir, or as an instrumentalist. You will help to 

provide joy, comfort, inspiration, beauty, and musical 

prayer to our parish liturgies. Your own spiritual journey 

will be enriched and deepened. This is only possible 

through the generous sharing of your time and talent. 

  

Our adult choir practice will begin on Thursday, Septem-

ber 6, at 7:00 p.m. in the church.  The practice times for 

our children’s choirs and hand bell choirs will be an-

nounced soon. 

  

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Joe 

Tamburro at 347-213-0621 or email at mus-

min58@yahoo.com. 

mailto:marieholl@comcast.net
mailto:plaudano519@yahoo.com
mailto:lizholtz02@gmail.com
mailto:musmin58@yahoo.com
mailto:musmin58@yahoo.com
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MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK 

 

MONDAY, AUGUST 27, 2018 
 8:00 am - Stephen & Olga Farbanish 

     9:00 am - Arthur Verdesca 

TUESDAY, AUGUST 28, 2018 

 8:00 am - Frank Fila 

     9:00 am - Conrad & Anna Spring 

WEDNESDAY, AIGUST 29, 2018 
 8:00 am - Gus Jaworski, Jr. 

     9:00 am - Theodore Wenz 

THURSDAY, AUGUST 30, 2018 
 8:00 am - Michael Murphy 

     9:00 am - Michelle Newkirk 

FRIDAY, AUGUST 31, 2018 
 8:00 am - George Perry 

     9:00 am - Dr. Anthony J. Borrelli 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 1, 2018 

 9:00 am - Helen Kennedy 

 5:00 pm - James Tully 

  - Diane Carroll 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 2, 2018 
 7:30 am - Maureen Makris 

 9:00 am - Frank P. D’Alonzo 

  - Dr. Anthony J. Borrelli 

 11:00 am - Theodore & Mary Rodzinka 

  - Thomas Warwick 

   12:30  pm - Spec. Int. of Brian Spring 

TITHING IS GOD’S PLAN FOR GIVING. 

Biblically a tithe means 10%. All are asked to consider 

tithing and return 10% of our income to the Lord (5% to 

the parish, 5% to God’s other charities) in gratitude.  The 

spiritual practice of tithing disposes us to make God first 

in every area of our lives! The aim is to secure not the 

tithe, but the tither. Not the gift, but the giver — for God! 
   

Tithing Income August 19, 2018                  $12,089.00                                                      

Tithing Income August 20, 2017                    $_______*                                                                  

*($ amount unavailable at time of bulletin printing.)  
 

REFLECTION:  

“If it does not please you to serve the Lord, decide today 

whom you will serve…As for me and my household, we 

will serve the Lord.” JOSHUA 24:15 

When we commit to serve the Lord, we must be willing 

to become a partner in the work of the Lord. A partner is 

a person who invests time in prayer every day, joyfully 

participates in charitable works and generously supports 

the parish and Church mission. If we say we serve God, 

we must actually do something and not merely talk about 

it! 
 

FROM FATHER NICK: “Thank you for your generous 

offerings this past Sunday!” 
 

FROM A MEMBER OF ST. CHRISTOPHER PAR-

ISH IN E. HARTFORD, CT:  “My husband and I don’t 

agree on this.  I will continue to help others.  I will con-

tinue to make food/money donations as I have in the past.  

I will pray to better understand why he feels so different-

ly and hope he’ll change his mind.  God bless all of you 

and thank you for all that you do.” 

TODAY’S READINGS 
First Reading — The LORD, our God, protected us along 

our entire journey (Joshua 24:1-2a, 15-17, 18b). 

Psalm — Taste and see the goodness of the Lord  

(Psalm 34). 

Second Reading — Christ nourishes and cherishes the 

Church because we are members of His body  

(Ephesians 5:21-32 [5:2a, 25-32]). 

Gospel — We have come to believe and are convinced 

that You are the Holy One of God (John 6:60-69). 

MASS READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
Monday: 2 Thes 1:1-5, 11-12; Ps 96:1-5;  

 Mt 23:13-22 

Tuesday: 2 Thes 2:1-3a, 14-17; Ps 96:10-13;  

 Mt 23:23-26 

Wednesday: 2 Thes 3:6-10, 16-18; Ps 128:1-2, 4-5;  

 Mk 6:17-29 

Thursday: 1 Cor 1:1-9; Ps 145:2-7; Mt 24:42-51 

Friday: 1 Cor 1:17-25; Ps 33:1-2, 4-5, 10-11;  

 Mt 25:1-13 

Saturday: 1 Cor 1:26-31; Ps 33:12-13, 18-21;  

 Mt 25:14-30 

Sunday: Dt 4:1-2, 6-8; Ps 15:2-5; Jas 1:17-18,  

 21b-22, 27; Mk 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23 

OCCUPANCY 
The value of life does not depend upon the place we  

occupy. It depends upon the way we occupy that place. 
~St. Thérèse of Lisieux 

NEXT HEALING MASS 

Tuesday, September 18 

7:00 pm (Rosary at 6:30 pm) 

Bring your prayers for physical, mental, emotional, rela-

tional, and spiritual healing and place them before our 

Lord. All are welcome! 

ARIMATHAEA MINISTRY 

Arimathaea is a ministry at St. Lawrence Church that 

helps families who are planning a funeral Mass. They 

offer assistance with the readings and music selections 

and answer any other questions they have regarding the 

Mass. They also show their support by attending the 

viewing and/or funeral Mass if possible.  If you are inter-

ested in becoming a part of this ministry, please call Ar-

lene McDonald at  973-584-7319.    

     6:00  pm     - NO MASS 



 

 

BISHOP'S STATEMENT ON PENNSYLVANIA GRAND JURY REPORT 

 

The Pennsylvania Grand Jury Report issued on August 14, 2018 was profoundly upsetting to every person of 

good will. The abuses described in the report are criminal and morally reprehensible. They show a heartbreak-

ing departure from our fundamental belief in the dignity and value of every child.  

  

In the words of our Holy Father Pope Francis, we "acknowledge and condemn, with sorrow and shame, the 

atrocities perpetrated by consecrated persons, clerics and all those entrusted with the mission of watching over 

and caring for those most vulnerable. Let us beg forgiveness for our own sins and the sins of others." I person-

ally am heartbroken at the pain so many have experienced because of these incidents, especially that of our 

children.  

  

As a Church, we are called to provide an environment where our children and all encounter leaders who ex-

emplify God's commandment to love and protect the most vulnerable. The Church today has and continues to 

learn hard lessons from its past, as we hold accountable abusers and those who permitted these abuses to oc-

cur.  

  

The Pennsylvania report details abuses before the early 2000s. This Grand Jury's conclusions are consistent 

with previous studies showing that the 2002 reforms adopted by the Catholic Church in the United States dras-

tically reduced the incidence of clergy child abuse. The Holy See encourages continued reform and vigilance 

at all levels of the Catholic Church, to help ensure the protection of minors and vulnerable adults.  

  

New Jersey's Catholic dioceses have made concrete changes and reforms. Today we have conducted some 

380,000 criminal background checks of all diocesan and parish personnel who have regular contact with mi-

nors. In addition, all Catholic dioceses have integrated a comprehensive program of reporting abuse to civil 

authorities, compensating and counseling victims, and implementing rigorous protocols and training for more 

than 2.3 million clergy, employees, volunteers and children. In our diocese, we have reported every single ac-

cusation of child abuse to prosecutors since the 2002 memorandum of understanding was put in place by the 

State of New Jersey with the bishops. We do not investigate ourselves. 

  

We cannot undo the actions of the past, but we continue our efforts to protect our children. We thank law en-

forcement agencies, child protection advocates and victims themselves who have helped us move beyond 

compliance to creating the safest environments for learning and worship. We are deeply thankful for those 

who have joined our efforts to extend both healing and hope to every victim and their family. I, along with the 

bishops of New Jersey, renew our commitment to protect our young and to foster healing and seek for-

giveness.  

  

As your bishop, I understand your pain and your anger. It is real. Our faith is in the Jesus who has chosen to 

make the Church a sign and instrument of salvation. Even though sin may weaken our trust in the Church, we 

are called to work with the Church to make dramatic and necessary changes in her leadership and practices so 

that the Church can truly be what Christ intends.  

  

We need your prayers, your challenges, and your ideals. We need your faith. May God give us the grace to do 

His will and to be His holy people. 



 

 

BISHOP'S STATEMENT ON PENNSYLVANIA GRAND JURY REPORT (Spanish) 

 

El Reporte de la Corte suprema de Pennsylvania emitido el 14 de agosto de 2018 fue profundamente molesto 

para cada persona de buena voluntad. Los abusos descritos en el reporte son criminal y moralmente reprocha-

bles. Ellos muestran una desgarradora desviación de nuestra creencia fundamental en la dignidad y el valor de 

cada niño/a. 

  

En las palabras de nuestro santo Padre, el Papa Francisco, "Es imprescindible que como Iglesia podamos 

reconocer y condenar con dolor y vergüenza las atrocidades cometidas por personas consagradas, clérigos e 

incluso por todos aquellos que tenían la misión de velar y cuidar a los más vulnerables. Pidamos perdón por 

los pecados propios y ajenos" (Carta del santo Padre Francisco al pueblo de Dios, 20 de agosto de 2018). Per-

sonalmente estoy desconsolado por el dolor que tantos han experimentado a causa de estos incidentes, espe-

cialmente por nuestros niños.  

  

Como Iglesia, se nos llama a proporcionar un ambiente seguro en donde nuestros niños y todos nosotros en-

contremos líderes que ejemplifiquen el mandamiento de Dios de amar y proteger a los más vulnerables. La 

Iglesia hoy ha aprendido y sigue aprendiendo de estas duras lecciones del pasado, ya que responsabilizamos a 

los que cometen estos abusos y también a aquellos que permiten que ocurran estos abusos. 

  

El Reporte de la Corte suprema de Pennsylvania detalla sobre abusos cometidos a inicios de la década del 

2000. Las conclusiones de este Gran jurado son consistentes con estudios previos que demostraron que las 

reformas del 2002 adoptadas por la Iglesia católica en los Estados Unidos, drásticamente redujeron la inciden-

cia de abuso infantil por parte del clero. La Santa Sede alienta a la continuación de la reforma y a la vigilancia 

en todos los niveles de la Iglesia católica, para ayudar a asegurar la protección de menores y adultos vulnera-

bles. 

  

Las diócesis de Nueva Jersey han hecho cambios y reformas concretas. Hoy hemos realizado unas treinta y 

ocho mil (38.000) verificaciones de antecedentes penales de todo el personal diocesano y a nivel parroquial, 

que tenga contacto directo con menores de edad. Además, todas las diócesis católicas han integrado un pro-

grama comprensivo y exhaustivo para reportar abusos a las autoridades civiles, para la compensación y conse-

jería de las víctimas y para implementar rigurosos protocolos y capacitación a más de 2.3 millones de personas 

entre el clero, empleados, voluntarios y niños. En nuestra diócesis, hemos reportado cada acusación de abuso 

de menores a fiscales locales desde que se estableció el memorando de entendimiento de abuso a menores en 

el 2002, puesto en marcha por el Estado de Nueva Jersey junto con los obispos. Nosotros no investigamos por 

si solos.  

  

No podemos deshacer las acciones del pasado, pero si podemos continuar nuestros esfuerzos de proteger a 

nuestros niños. Agradecemos a los organismos de seguridad, a las fuerzas del orden, a defensores de protec-

ción infantil y también a las propias víctimas, quienes nos han ayudado exitosamente a ir más allá del cumpli-

miento de las reglas, creando ambientes más seguros para el aprendizaje, el culto y la adoración. Estamos pro-

fundamente agradecidos con aquellos que se han unido a nuestros esfuerzos para ofrecer sanación y esperanza 

a cada víctima y a su familia. Me uno junto a los obispos de Nueva Jersey, para renovar nuestro compromiso 

de proteger a nuestros jóvenes y de fomentar la sanación y buscar el perdón. 

  

Como su Obispo, comprendo su dolor y su rabia. Es una realidad. Nuestra fe es en Jesús quien ha elegido 

hacer de la Iglesia un símbolo e instrumento de salvación. A pesar de que el pecado debilita nuestra confianza 

en la Iglesia, se nos llama a trabajar con ella para hacer cambios dramáticos y necesarios en su liderazgo y en 

sus prácticas para que la Iglesia verdaderamente sea lo que Cristo quiere que sea.       

  

Necesitamos de sus oraciones, de sus retos e ideales. Necesitamos de su fe. Que Dios nos conceda la gracia de 

hacer Su voluntad y de ser Su pueblo santo. 


